MOBILE PHONE LITRA'CHER by Bruce Strauch (The Citadel)
Margaret Atwood (The Handmaid's Tale) , at age 74, is still in the literary action. Fascinated by Wattpad and adolescents who read stories on their iPhones, she tried -you guessed it -a Zombie story -The Happy Zombie Sunrise Home. So far, she has gotten a mere 80,000 reads, which is nothing next to Abigail Gibb's vampire saga The Dark Heroine, with 4.8 million. And Abigail got a six-figure contract with harperCollins.
See -Alexandra Alter, "A Literary Star Dabbles in Web Publishing," The Wall Street Journal, Nov. 23, 2012, p.D5.
JULIA CHILD OF MEXICO by Bruce Strauch (The Citadel)
89-year-old British-born Diana Kennedy has passed the last 55 years in Mexico collecting recipes from cooks across the country. She lives in an adobe house with an outdoor kitchen, wood-fired grills, and adobe beehive ovens. A rainwater tank is the only water source.
With the eye of an anthropologist and the hand of a home cook, she has learned it all and put it down in nine books. Top chefs from around the world knock on her kitchen door to learn what she calls comida casera -honest food. See e.g., Nothing Fancy (Dial Press, 1984) , My Mexico (Clarkson Potter, 1998 in the physical and digital environments and in the services to support both.
Jill Emery -The Role of the Modern Intermediary and What Constitutes value in the Library of 2012 -discusses libraries' continuing struggle with the prime issues of journal transfer and platform changes with electronic subscription management. She provides two specific examples that illustrate how local technical services staff hours are spent addressing these issues and proposes ways intermediaries can help improve these situations.
Emery goes on to explore developing areas in libraries and where librarians' focus will be in the next five years.
Ann Lawson -Thriving in Chaos: Intermediaries Delivering value in a Changing Landscape -discusses how the burgeoning volume of electronic content, in its many forms, is constantly changing the landscape for all involved in the information industry, leading to a reliance on multiple solutions for management and delivery. This is costly and resource-hungry. Our world is becoming ever more complex; money is in short supply; libraries need to develop and implement mechanisms and solutions, either by themselves, in consortia, or to outsource to an intermediary.
She states that to help libraries to thrive in such a chaotic, changing landscape, intermediaries have to be agile and quick to adapt, delivering added value to libraries, institutions, corporations, publishers, and consortia alike.
Pinar Erzin -Adding value to the Publishers' Business -talks about finding the niche in serving publishers as an agent, without being a traditional subscription agent. She addresses questions: Bridging between libraries and publishers, how does that position sales organizations like Accucoms in the supply chain? Do we compete or do we work together? What are some of the other emerging initiatives being added to the supply chainfor example, small publisher coalitions?
